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legal enactments. Negroes were introduced into Virginia in 1619, but 
it was not, apparently, until 1660 that negro slavery was established. 
From that time until the Civil War, under the influence, on the one 
hand, of forces of individual and personal feelings and, on the other, of 
public sentiment and economic interests, the institution maintained 
itself, and with succeeding years continued to mold the minds and senti- 
ments of both races in the South. 

Notwithstanding this fact the very existence of a class of free negroes, 
which continued to increase in spite of the efforts of legislatures to limit 
and prevent emancipation, is, as Mr. Russell points out, an evidence 
that slavery did not, in practice and in the case of individuals, receive 
the whole-hearted support of slaveholders themselves, and held within 
itself the seeds of its own destruction. 

Robert E. Park 

University of Chicago 



"Some Ethical Phases of Eskimo Culture." By Albert Nicola y 
GilbertsoN, A.M., Fellow in Anthropology, Clark Univer- 
sity. Journal of Religious Psychology, VI, 321-74, and VII, 

45-74- 

In this paper an endeavor is made to get a general understanding of 
the features of Eskimo morality by gathering together statements from 
all available sources on the various phases of the subject. These show 
numerous contradictions, and the result is well summed up in the state- 
ment of the author that "a study of this kind impresses one with the 
uncertain and fragmentary nature of our information even about a 
people of whom so much has been written; and the caution necessary 
in weighing conclusions based on 'comparative' studies of great num- 
bers of peoples, about most of whom our accurate knowledge is painfully 
meager." Such a study also "brings out the importance of studying 
ethnological phenomena in the proper relations to the total cultural com- 
plex of which they are a part." 

The importance of understanding as far as possible the manner of 
life, natural and social surroundings, and past history of any group or 
even individual before passing judgment on the meaning and ethical 
bearing of conduct cannot be overestimated. Even with a people as 
well known and as often described as the Eskimo, the author's work 
illustrates the difficulties of a proper comprehension of these features. 

A. B. Lewis 

Field Columbian Museum 
Chicago 



